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Church. Tertullian tells us, that all things were in common among them, but their wives, and not only the money which was raised by the sale of their estates, but they made oblations every week, or at farthest every month, to the Church. And we are told by St. Cyprian, that even those offerings were answerable to the Lerites' tenths, from whence we may infer, that tithes were paid at that time. But soon after kings and princes were converted to Christianity, and the Church began to be settled, we have plain proofs of the payment of tithes. Among us here in England, it is probable that tithes were paid by our Saxon ancestors, as soon as they were converted from Heathenism ; for King Ethelbert made a law against taking away Res Ecclesice which they called GOD'S fees; but this was not a general law to oblige the whole nation, because Ethelbert was only king of Kent; and the laws of king Ina long before that time enjoin ths payment of Church-shot. And several other Saxon kings made laws that the Church should have its revenue, and that the clergy should have the first fruits; all which may be expounded of tithes, because they were paid to the Church. This appears by the practice of Eadbert, who was Bishop of Lindisfarne, in the beginning of king Ina*s reign ; it is true, he could pay no tithes himself, because he was a clergyman, and therefore he gave them every year to the poor. About fifty years after him, Boniface, Bishop of Mentz, wrote an epistle to Cuthbert, Archbishop of Canterbury, wherein he expressly mentions tithes, as usually paid in those days; and in Archbishop Egbert's canons, we read of priests who were commanded to teach the people to pay tithes; that the receiver was to register the names of such as paid, and that no man should take them from ancient churches, nor any secular service be done for them. But it was above 30 years afterwards that the first canon was made here for the payment of tithes, and that was in the synod of Calcuith, which was held here in the reign of King OrTa, enjoining the payment of tithes according to the Scriptures, and exhorting all men to pay the same, because it is the special command of GOD HIMSELF. It is likewise true, that in obedience to these and other canons, tithes were paid here in some particular places; but King Ethelwolph,